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the "manufactured” Cuban crisis; also that thse crisis was 
invented to distract attention from tne inevitable failure of 
the Allience for Progress, "Can there be any other answer to 
the blina alley in which the United States finds itself?” 


On the cther hand, he wrote that Mr. Khrushchev “refused 
to fall into the U.S. war trap”. "Khrushchev knows his cards 
14 this time is playing them like a raster, In the face of the 
most certain danger the world has iImown sincs the last wer. the 
USSR kes assured a concrete action in favor cf peace and has 
left the United States in tne role of war monger." 


The magazine Siempre! is widely read by Mexican university 


students, ‘ntellectuals, politidans anc government officials. 
A trenslation of Fuentes! entire earticls in the November 7 issue 


of Ziempret is enclosed, 


“he disturbing thing about Carlos Fuentes is that he is 
financially supported both by Communist elements in Mexico and by 
apparently naive editors and publishers in ths Ynited States. 


Far from being an "anery young man”, Fuentes is 8 dedicated, 
duesevaying member cf the Cormunist Party wo spends His time and 
telent& in the communist cause, Many of 4:1 writings reveal 
tindifference, almost contempt for the socia. and economic plight 
of the average Mexican, His commtrymen, de is qiite capable of 
producing & sophisticated article for a slicx U.S. magazine Yor 
money. The most recent is ἃ pisce for the October issue of 
Holiday magazine, subtitied "Latinos vs. Gringes", A copy of 
trat articla.is enclosed, 


Fuentes! Holiday tone, evidertiy designed to attract American 
sochisticates, is gently dironic (in sherp contrast to his vicious 
directness in Mexican publications). Hs makes superficial, almost 
227 ¢eultural comparisons, with his pathological hatred of the U.S, 

occasionally showing through in such pessages as: "and the 
American woman is a loveestarved blonde slesping with her catin 
Gasenova while her Kusvand shoots photos or seiin automobiles”. 

Ese has gsily dismissed the cruncning poverty and gposiling hyeient 
needs of the Mexican with the eiry statement toat "the oeoplis of 
Mexico eat meals without forks and kmives bDeceuse food tasics 
better when the hend has felt it." 

He gugarecoatse the Mexican Communist pLlli i_r American roaders 
es follows: “Lan¢ for the psasanta, sven if the United States 
thougnt it was Darcaitny3; sxiomoprietion of of1, sven if Lt wes 
called confiscation’? ° State chennins ami τοῦς: ΣΌΣ, in the 
geone..9, even if ite χε salled Jonmuniea...” 

USGLASS Ii IED 


4 | “3. Emb.Atreram ζ Σ, 
JIEX! CC 


Perkaps tne Eoliday article's worst disservice to American 
readers was im printing his ehrevdly land characterization of 
life in the Conmunist-ridden Metional Univer sity, as if it were 
the normal giivowand-taxe ‘of free: college ite. He reporta 

"warm, laughing, olive-toned giris inqeaters were swarming ints 
the School of Philosophy. In tae school auditorium there was ἃ 
roundtable debate between Catholic and Marxist intellectuals: 


tne discussion was furious but neither group spoke as if the othar 


were evil incarnate or a menace to the country. In the patio of 
the School of Political Science an old peasant in husracneas was 
telling a group of students how the produce of the efido, the 
cGlilective farm, was bougnt by the private owners of mills at 
nalf 4: true vaiiue; he wanted the students tc speak up for the 
cOllecti.s ownership cf the milis by the ejtido, At a saminar in 
the Schoo. of Economics they were discussing the differances 
between lagal and economic concepts in the United States and 
Mexico.” 


Fuentes is well aware that the Cormunis tedominated faculties 
of the Schools of Econimics and Political Science effectively 
discourege the kind of free inauiry and objective discussion 


he describes. This is a little like reporting tha suppression of 


the Hungarian Freedom Fighters as a spontaneous action by the 
Hungarian people cr dercribding tas Moscow trials of 1945 as if 
they were legel breceedings. 


The Embassy is anxious that the character of Carlos Fus 
88 a meratricious writer-fcr=-nire as well as a dedicated ant 
American, anti-President Kennedy pro-commmist should be th 
understood throughout the United States Government τῷ and Ὁ 
every effort be made to strip off tne mask of tas intellect 
srogressive, and dedicated younz writer which contributes ὁ 
success and prestizs in Mexico. 


For the Ar _uassador 
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Saxton Bradford 


Counselor for Funlic ififsira 
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TRANSLATION OF AN ARTICLE FROM STEMFEDI, Mexice City issue of 
November 7, 1952. 


Mexico and the Crisis 


Lopez Mateos as a Mediator? 
Two Patns Lead to War; One to Peece 


The rapidity with which international events oceur these 
days makes tne task cof δ pelitical writer difficult, particularly 
when ois copy must be celivered ea weer in advances of publication, 
it is ct times like these that the need for daily publication of 
Siempre. becomes manifest. Nonetheless, I ghall risk some 
conclusions, conscious of the fact that the next 2h nours ray 
substantially alter then: ; 


tne Attitude of the United Stetes 


What factors promptec Kennedy to declare the blockade 
against Guba, in an act that violated tne most elementary rules 
of international law, snd whicn nas pleced the world on the 
brink of war? Yes: We affirm and reaffirm that the decision 
cf the United States President is an act of piracy without 
prececent, which snsers at the prohibition against blockades 
in time of peace, violates the law of freedom of the 8923 σας 
whica the United States has ec often invoked in the course of 
its history -- and denies the freedom of international trede. 
Fowever, for the President of the United Stata- to heve 
decided, as he nas, to carry out thes. violaticns, which strinv 
North America of all merel or Legal Drestigse in tne evzes of 
tae wo.ld, can be variously exp ained, 


a} From an internal viewpoint, Kenreay Ysces « 
congressional eléction on November 4, The surcport Kennedy 
ocvaing from Congvess during the -ext two years -~ and, 
comnsequentiy, Aig chances for re-lection in 1964 τᾶ will depend 
om tne results cf that election. Two weeks etter dactaznine 
that as had “irrefutabl. svidencse” of the fact that Cube's erms 
were of a “defensive” nature, Kennsdy, in the course of his 
campalgn tours, realized taat the slection would depend ΡΟ 
soms spectacular move against Cuba. This issue, raised by the 
Republicans «as an undertianded potitical mansuver and fennes 
by the United States! powerful rightest vresa vscame ths 
toucnhstors of the garpaign, Eennedy gave way to the hysterical 
crusade, faced tug ἢξο plte and: suddenly -dicscoveved that the 
Caban arms weréd 2 Pfans ve" we 48-if Launchire τα ἄξ For nmuciesar 
missites eculd’hs "$e Ὁ up iu‘two'weeks' tlost Yow, the display 
e? “or C6 &uthorized oY Kernacy satisfies thse electorateis thirst 
Zor "positive sction™ ans, if icv essures vietory at the polls 
goerheps it wilh also mean tne Lixvinys or tensic. afte. Uovesbex 
Ἐς ΔΕ tern 9 aspect co” tne maiver is cnis tanzgibls, smamplie 
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of the fact tnat, at each fresh U.5. election, the cheap 
politicans, fom ths sake of tha mosh paltry and local interests, 
wili take advantage of shis lesson.td create focal points of 
tension and rlacs tao world onthe brink of war, This gives 

us a dismal and dangerous spectacle of a cradulous and ageress {ve 
.peonle devoid of civic spirit: but even more dismel and 
dangerous (do things become) when their leaders abandon ali 
responsibility and give themselves up to tno pressures of 

8 smal] but powerful reactionary group. The events we ere 
discussing constitute a ciinical case for the study of tne 
modus operandi of the power el‘ te in the Unisied States: The 
mobilization of military and corporate pressures is achieved 
throuvh the expression of the Republican Party's extrimist 
policies and ita total dominion over information media irmoses 
and dicv..tes the polides of the United States, 


Ὁ) But the internal political factor becomss lesa i-~portant 
in light os the economic factor, I don't wisk to repeat tne 
orilifant arguments and information set forth by Nera Beloff 
a faw weeks ago in the pages of LA CULTURA EN Mexico, Half 
the budget -- 50 thousend million dollars +» and 10% of the 
U.S. product, are tied up in warmeking industries. Such an 


accumulation of nozproductive capital requires an occasions 
escana valve that will fJustify its very existence: it recutres 
" «Ἢ 
at least situations which oring the country to the verge οἱ 
war, although many U.S. groups demand war itself “hey are 
Md 7 {- δ. 
captivated by the fiction that a alignt U.S. superi lerity in 
= * ww | . amv ἴ-. 
arms can assure victory in a thermo-nuclear war, Kennedy ὑπτιλ8 
1 ὃν ἢ - “ἃ mA 
betters: tnat a war woulc presuppose the extermination of tne 
= ᾿ ae | ~ 1 
United States and of ths Soviet Union, But os at least accents 
ben - -» «Ὁ «. ἢ A -- “ 
the need for Poca’ point 5 of tension and é«ven for localized 
arg, to vroviis alich τς ήτο from tne or uUpes cof military 
Walss uO OV. AG align ee ee ν Ca «-: ὦ —_ esgsu oe nd i -α ae i «.. Yo OF 
mignite 
δα * or won Ἂ “.- 4 4 
ae} Eennedy has ceen unabie πὸ and will a@liwaye os unanis s+ 
- = Ω͂ «ἃ | A 5 + 7s ~ = 
to present authentic oroofgs of tne success ef tne alliance for 
μ ~ ᾿ ds 4 -™ 7 - 73— 0. 3 - πΑ tao 
Progress in order to counteract conservatives pressure recariing 
τ i Ἦ ε ἢ Ξ ~ naw _— 
positive action” against Cuba. Tre blocuade is a clear sinigsion 
~ 499 7 r nat #) Aopan 
of ths failure of the Alifance, Unadle to combat the Turan 
πὶ Ἢ oe a Ἂς τ a~ ν an [Ὧν νυ “Ὁ oe, 
RiYoLution with an exXamp 16 of evel utionary enange from tatin 
Μ ΕΝ ae. - ~ "7 §f Get - 
Americats old, semi-feudal structures over the capitals 
5 “og : a _ πὰς a Ἷ Η [α ἐπ era =~ oy κει κΚ 
DOSS » the Ue re sosaesace mo Oumar wearon Ow. Voaw Of τ Οὐ πΞ, 
devoid ef reason, Can there be any otner answsar to the cling 
΄ "J wad , --- τ Ve ὁ. τ a = ως ad κα ad 4- : rr * A ζ ΩΣ ~~ πὲ] τ: Ξ € ~ “- ~ " π - a er 4, 
allsy im waickh the United States finds itsslLf?Y cacsuse 79 Leaves 
fn , “ 5 7 j ~~ ’ (mt Ἵ ν _ “- »᾿, « -νφ' - yet δι σα π ." a - ey owe 
Cute alone, toe allow ner to cde: alop ner new colleciulvye Lire rres 
from military and economic tnorsats, would within a very Ξ 
years sstablisgh too violent 2 contrast to irredsematies 
w 
stagnation -- curiously accentuated sines the orcelamatio. of 
ae ir; “--΄- «.- -- ξζι * ΄ at Te et ee a a a TR A στὰ ~ - 
ALiis ics — a wae; Ere past Ao en woau. τι manor lca, a τ. Snore ae -ῤ«-- - 
COmtradiaeticon Between tne peal nscasaitiss of tha unieres honed 
Gountrics and ths iment Formulas of guterimoossa caenitaliin. 


the United Stetes 
would simoly have 
mation of 


a (Hw 


δ᾽ at the same time, tue only out 
ne destruction of Cuba by force -- 
effact cf accelerating the revolutionary 1108 
America. It is not the first time in nistory the 
has faced this dilemma: We have Dut to recali 
to Spain, so powerful at her zenith ~- as tne 
{as today -“ and equally blind. One tuing is 
solution will not come from concessions and 8 
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but from tne revolutionary action 
American uation, wnich will end by making tne 
ultimately accept a new reality in the world, 
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to disaster: 


Today, the course undert: Kennecy 
The bicckade is merely. tae prologu 
inve sic: of Cuba, It 5 go planned. It is ani 

vocation, tns forerunner of re decisive moves 
to , fastiry the armed intervention in Cuba of tne Unt 
and its Latin cohorts: If Eennsdy thought tne 551 
f provocation, ha was wrong. On 
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The Soviet Attitude 


Khen Nikita Knrusnensy refvsed to fa 
trap in the Caribbern by immediately acce 
proposed by Secretery General Ὁ Τα, née a 
of conerete otfsctives: 


a) 
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law and has been cn the point of provoking the third -- and 
last -- world war in order to crush.a mal. nation of seven 
million inhabitaats, with ona which. adtualsy gaved tast szall 
nation from armed civagion, and: ‘the wor2d Prom conflagration -- 
ἃ unilateral power attitude, assumed outside the code of | 
International behavior created to resolve controversies, with 
one which has reinforced the strength of the inter naticnal 
crgmiization. I suspect that, in time, the bullying attitude 
will De weaker than the decision to maintain vesce and carry 
the preblem to the negotiation level, 
Am’ ἃ panic, emotional reactions ahound. Eut two months 
ΤΟΥΣ νυν ἀπ will be amply evident to ail who want peace and 
woo wan. war, It is no longer 4 quastion of more or le3s 
valid rhvvoric, but of two pelicies tagsed on concrete desds, 


Khrusnehey knows hig cards, and this time is playing tnoen line 
a master, In the face cof the most certain danger tne world 
hag known since ths last war, the USSR nas assimed 4a concreta 
attitude in favor of peace and has left the United States in 
the role of waremcenger. The influence of tnis fact cn world 
affairs, and particularly on the spirit of tha underdeveloned 
nations, will not be ΟΣ in making ftself felt. Ure teaece 
theme has come down from the clouds of oratory to tne solid 
eround of fact, From now on, the policy or pacifist ferces in 
all the world will have to cling to that solia grounc, arc 
eacn τὺ situation will put to the preoor whetner wnt ceace 
which Ls preacnoed can or car:nmot stand the test of events. 
The Mexican Attitude 
All of the above directly affects our country, sever, in 

the history of Mexico, had a Cnier of States spoken WLU greater 
pacifistic emphasis, and under conditions mere propitious ocr 
the conversion of those words into positive eeticn, then cic 
President [dépez Mateos dur ring his Ortental tour. “ose ΟΣ us 
wie have ingisted ΟΡ the years upon the pessitiliver of 
prying Mexico away from her traditicnal polity of isciss 
via-4-.is the United States, and rslating ner to ner natural 
community of support e- that of the uude~develcosd nations σα 
car: only applau id the letter and the spirit of tne rresiter τ το. 
visit to tha Crient. That the culmination of 185 trin το 2 

have been “hwarted by ths uncemfortabie situation in writ. Nis 
Nortn Americen colleausue nas tiaced nim is not, *%o 54 suc; 
President hénez Muteos! fault, Dut tt doses again ailtnlic it Tne 
gigantic corcrpadiction between the independen. and 3: 1 πὶ} 
position of Mexicce as erpressed in Delni, Tekyo, Jax rt: 2nd 
Manile, and the commitments of dependence and osiliseriute 
t4cmosed ca us in the Grearnizazion of anericanm States. 
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In fact, it ie difficult to reconciie ths stat 
Orient -- on international law, tne Surtheranc 
policy, ronintervention and self-determir ¢ φ΄ 

mearteda acceptance of their violation in the CAS council, 


Because, although S&a&ncnez Gavito, the Mexican delesate, 
abstained from voting on the paracrapn in the OAS resolution 
wiich sanctioned the North American blockade and the use of 
force in the Caribbean, a devotion to international law derends 
not abstention, but opposition to a flesrent violation οἵ that 
law, since that 15 what is constituted Dy tos impcsition of 
biccl’ades in tims of peace and tne antlaterel supnoression of 
the richt of freedom cof tha seas, 
For, taling article 6 of the Ris treauy | as a bese, vhere 
ig no justification for the approration cf acts of ferce in 
tos Caribbean or tre convocation of tne VAS Orean of Utonaultation. 
As Lic, SAnchez Gavito brilliantly maintained tin December of 
1961, the gine gua non condition for the anplicatvion oF arvicle 
rritorisel 


6 of the Rio Treaty is that the inviclability or the ὁ 
ecegri ty or the sovereignty of political independence 


ΩΣ 
American state be the object of aggresyicn, Only in tn evert 

will the Organ of Consultation meet, for the purpose cr 
agreeing on necessary measures for assisting the victim of 
azcression., Have these conditions been fulfilled today? Can a 
sane mind believe that Cuba constitutes a menace to tne 
territorial inviolability or the sovereignty or incesendence of 
tne United States? Ob, it is meintainsd thet Cube «- something 
she hag not yet demonstrated το possesses “eapons capscls cf 
offensive action." Even if this were so, is it to be suprosed 

hat Cuba will attack the U.S.? Who defines the “"cePfensive” 
or "defensive" nature of a weapon? Ths weapon ivself is neither 

- ate 


one thing nor the otner; it becomes offensive or cefensiv 
accord ng to its user, and in the case of the recent relati 
between Cubs and τ 5 United States, who has threatened whom 
Wne, for the last three years, tes embcdied in ofrensive 


attitude, translates into incendiary flignts over Cuban cans . 
Ν - ws ἕω, ᾽ τὰ δε ----φ 2 } 2 - 

fields, incursions of soy planes over Cuban air 8Γ 1.96, politaca: 
and economic aggr ession, {nvasion landings en Cuban beaches? 
It is impossible to obliterate the sum of truth with tne finger 
of legal trickery. 

But above all it is imvossibla to continue compronuising 
Mexican gcvernment policy, sce cleariy enunciatse , oF toe altar 

5 4 : ~ - ἡ“ 7! a 1 + A yw 7 4 4 cps 

of the mechanical vote cf the OAS, It must be scm.tved, Ὁ 
light of the fasvs, that tac OAS nes cease: tO Fuleiil tne function 
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for which it was created end that the Rio Treaty ceased 
mesning fron the moment its regioriat rola wag edilter 

United States mambersaip 41 ex <tra-cortiner tel =ilitar 
in Europe ‘and 'Asia,‘'‘ Mexico's true pol ley must be co 
the policy which Lépez Mateos authoritatively exor 
not the one Dean Rusk imvosed upon us through cse 
Washington -- in the Crganization of the United Yat: 
international orgenism capable of making it cperational 
world where life is dependent uvon the affirmations orc 
and peace between diverse social and econcnic ον 
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True membarship in the American cermmunity should 

not cy submissive acceptancs of the OAS cour.cils, Ὀ 
partic’~ation on behalf of peace and in the name or 
5“. 


NT 


America's most lofty interests, in the United Nat! 


a4 
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There remains to President Lénez Mateos a move 
Salvage his historical responsibility in this nour 
the usefulness of the sucport secured in Asia fer cur 
policy, That move car be only a firm attitude of 9 
mediation, perhaps supvorted by Presidsant Goulart 
If it be upneld in the United Nations and not i 
am attitude could open a new rath, this one tru 
to a forsign policy whose best ob Isctives aps Ὁ 
by its τοι σὺ commitments. 
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Ce what could ba more contrasting than the American and Mexican 
attitudes toward ‘soori:. tha Americana 5. Coficannec, ciuietiy, witn the 
practical val 86 of tne sndividya canpétisvina, οὗ thp iresutt of the 
competition - victory:or dafeat.: Taxe.fne bulfrieg #cr exampie, The 
Gringo tourist asks, on taking his seat in the barrera, "Who do yo Think 
i= going to win?" But for the Mexican, the bullring is a social, reiigicus 
and historical symbol, not simoly a spectacle of sixty Trousand peopie 
sitting under the sun and in the shadow, watching a goid-and-purpie 
marfonette slay a dumb beast in a biend of payeantry and sadism. For tne 
dark young men tn the shirtsiceves, and tat old men with the straw nars, 
the dresseG~up women in braids and satin, are witnessing, perhaps un- 
wittingly the sacrifice of the bul! te the sun. 


The core of tha Aztec faith - that the sun must ba fed with a 6Batrifice 
every day les. it disappear forever one night - is being enactec once again 
in the center of the arena, out now fused with the Western belief that πὶ 
Through hiS own powers can dominate brute nature. The performance in 
Sullring is more than an act of courage; mora than a display ot tageaniry. 
{t is tne reproduction of the conquest cf Mexicc, of its violation, surrencer 
and rebirth. 


Then the frumoets blara, the drums roil and the matador confronts 
tne bull, The fury of blind nature; plays witn it, steo ty step dominates 
it, slays it. Cortes, once again, has conquered. 


The wei! to do smite; their aiter ego, the man in the suit of (ic: 
has shown his power. The others, the people accept: "the conqueror nas 
conquered. But ne has dene it, this time, as an actor in the ancient 
rituai, 1 the sun sacrifice dictated by the Indian faitn. For when tre 
buil !$ cragged sut ~ or eventually when the torn and bloodied buiifianter 
iS carried away - δοίη bull and tne bullfighter are seen tor what Trey 
rea:ly are: actors cf the sun sacrifice, minions of tne hot star now dis 
appearing benind the dusky ring, sure to shine tne next day. 


if play in Mexico is packed with historical symbolism, So is reiiscicn. 
The Mexican betieves that religion in North America is no mere Than ὦ “αϑκιν 
investment in peace δ mind and must sot jatrude on The practica’ ἱ Τ 
evervday life. But for tne mass of tne Mexican ορορίϑ, eat shrines sulin as 
Guadalaupe, Octclan, Cholule, Oaxaca, Atotonicico, religion is a cantra: 
Tragedy, tna core of pzin and naumbdieness, tne altar of guilt and 553:τ-Ὁ 


: 9 ς 
Δ ee 


affacenent. Tne o¢asants approach tne snarines on their Knees, Their reacs 
CrowneG with Thorns, Their necks ang waisTs and ankles sTrun Magra Sait y 

cactus !gat, moaning ia their native diaiects. Tney neve Come το {2 are 
the Goo who destroyed tTneir own gods, the smo“ing mirror, The summis goo ce 


wizard, Tne ieatnered sercent. Trey nave come To worshis tne creates? στ! 
of ail, wnose soidiers Droxe Tne images of tne old pantnecn, anc 81: 
no Huitziliepocntli, ao xXocniquetzal could compate witn THiS New Sivan τν, 
the God who did not exact numan sacrifice but instead sacritic κεν τ ; 


; 
on across: the biack Christ witn enining silver eyes, ~is sands ins 
naiied, dis aAead snrisking witn sors, His sida slit enc open. And Σοὶ] 
Mam, The Drown=sxianeG rOnuditiin, faotTner of tne Gods, now oc. 1ieg Maria Σ 


Guadalupe, 8 godess ir -éars. 
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feansider the dare, whitewashed imageless churcnes of the North: 
to the Mexican tney seem soullass and sad, witnout tne mystery or the 
joy or the decorative expressions of what goes on in men's 6ouls. Tre 
Mexican people built their churches and decoratec them in a baroque 
grandeur stmiiar to That of the great indian scun!ltures. Thceee centuries 
ago the, were snown pious gravures by: the Franciscan and Dominican 
missionaries. Tne Mexicans adaptad tne Catholic hagiography to tnein- own 
tastes, their own colors, their own sense of crama, their own memory ci 
tne terrcr that a digsty should inspire, their own wicked Tomfoolery in 
mimicking the incomprehensible pink faces of the Christian saints. Again, 
The arcnitecture and decoration ot Mexican churches reveal the fight witn 
ἃ presence of the past, the struggie to redeem and surpass through color, 
splendor, gold leat and carved-stone vines, the realities of huncer, 
Sickres-. oessimism. 


Cutside the Church, the people of Mexico eat meals without forks and 
Knives because food testes bettar when the hand hes feit it. Tney siag 
sad sonas adout fieetingness of life, the difficulties end pleasures of 
love, the nearness of death. To the Mexican, dseth is an everyday affair, 
an ever-present memory and prescieance. To the American - tne Mexican 
thinks - death 15 a thing to be hidden, lest it corrup7 the lite with 
morbidit.; dagath is vhe antithesis of lite and is devoutly to te wished 
secause if is long, free, comtortabic and rich, deatn is a faje to ae 
dreaded. So it is inevitable, whan death comas jin America, that it snoulc 
be underpiayed, hygianicaity disposed of, quick!y forgotten, !its awaits. 
Not so in Mexico, 


in Mexico lifs is tha other haif of death. Oeatn is alive. It is 
death that Is longest when fife is poor, sick and dreary. !7 is deatn 
that is to de wished when life is snort and dismal. Life iS ἃ prenaraTion 
for death; you do net [9 on3 mors day, out one cay i!ess. Deatn is not 
the natura! cutcome of a fully tived iife; if is The commonciace erruption 
of surprises, viclence and diseases. It is aiways around the corner; if 
waiks hand in nand with life. Mexicans suck deatn in cendy skulis, saz 
it ἰῇ !toaves of ‘death oraadi, play with its skeieton doi:s, Sing sore 
céiebrate it, practicaliy make love to it. Gf | am to die Του γγο. say 


τὴς Revolutionary corpfido, why act cie at cnce, Today? 


put off unti: tomorrow, but Thay mafiana is nignhiy improbsbie anc | 
Today snNat counts. Thus, it is the unimportant things tnat ars out - {ὑξ 
uUNTI | Tomorrows «wiimportanT things nat belong fo Τὴ 5 worid ot f 
δι ΤΊΟΩΣ @& Dank account, ὁ car netter than your neigno 
Tahane if 5ὸ much in doubt, today is alimimpertan7. On} 
Srinn, make jove, Sing ὃ disdainfu’ song, weave a DeauTi 
resems!es so otner basket ever made, 


tomorrows What doses the ianc of matana mean? Not tha: things are 
δ αἱ 
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Comoare ali this with a major ieague baseball game in Philadelphia. 
Saturday aftarncon at tne vhotan! Ss drugstore, Sujday morning at the 
Methodist Cher ch, in ἃ Midweésvern town: a ndgmal warking day on Madison 
Avenus, and you ‘tay vavé ‘athinr of ‘the gragtic' ditferances between the 
lives of Mexicans and Americans. Which doas not mean, of course, that one 
is Dad and .ne other gc_d; it means oniy that they are different. 


This is an important ocint. The Mexican suspects the fears and fears 
a tendency in the American to impose his own values on foreign peoples. 
Many years ago America called -tnis tendency Manitest Destiny, and i+ resulted 
in the joss of half our territory to the invading armies of Scott and Tayior 
in what gringos cali tna Mexican War and Mexicans call the Yankee invasion, 
aa invasion never torgottan by our peopie. Neither have we forgotten tnat 
tt was ἃ freshly elected Congressman from filinois whe defended Mexico in 
the Unitea States Congress and put tne Diame οὐ the War on Presidant Folk 
and the am3itious cotton growers in tne siave states. Tne cuit of Adrahan 
Lincoin in Mexico, if it does not surpass, certainly is as strong as that 
tn America. And when Robert Kennady calls for the Mexican War a not very 
Oright page in the United States history, ws might, perhaps, be grateful 
that ne put the racord straignt, even though we might also fea! a century 
ἰ5 ἃ long time for recognition of injustice; and we slyly wonder wnetner 
in another hundred years some tuture Kennedy Cit the dynasty lasts tnat 
tons g) will not recognize mistakes being made today. 


Perhaps the greatest mistake Americans tend to make is ths innocent 
assumption that their values, because tney have succeeded jin the U-itec 
states, are naturaily universai and snould be accepted willy-niliy ov the 
ass fortunate peoples in Μοχίςο and Latin America. The American feels 
nuct when these values are rejected or when, once accepted, tne faii. 
What could be more confilcting than The birth and growth ot the Anco-Saxan 
ang Latin communities in our hemisphere, Teke one Mr. Jona Broan, Engiiss 
coionizer of the l6th Century. He travels with his wite and chijcren 
Tieaing from religious or political persecution. He is ἃ FRetestant, = 
free man cf doubt and dissent. He sslieves in tre new heretic doctrines 
That individual initiativa is at tne root ot tne wealth of nations, ‘nar 
man tS fit to govern Almseltt through democratic representation, tnar Τὴ 
good of the individual equais the common cood. He faces virgin naturz in 
& $sociai vacuum, whare no other civilization save tnat of hunters ana 


τοῦ 


monads nag flourished. Ne beccmec the master of itS cwn land, knowing tha 


oniy through Tas gersonal get ΤΥ ἘΠ mné wilderness Dear fruit. τϑ is tne 
creator of a truiy New ογί δ, ἃ truly oricginagi society, freed from tre donds 
cr medievalism, armed witn the neve lities οἵ The secuiar, numenistic 


revolution of modarn man. 


fake, on the otner nana, one Uc Diego Lelez, Spanisn conquercr c? 
Tne [oth Century. He is firec oO. The a sire of quick ricnes, aviag ror 
TAS Golden tounty οὐ Tne AZTec Empire. © must destroy thar civi'lizsaricna 
cy fire and sword, conquer it and vet adsore ‘tT. Witeiess, ne sires tre 
MesTizo chiidren cf tne cenguered indian wemen. A scion of Scsin, δ 
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maosas tne sig medieval dogmas cf faitn anc ciass 
ΘΒ resources of tne conquered !and to the Spanisn nom 
pbetief js autocratic domination, nis economic cra 
Susericr ciass To enSiave labor, concentrate encrmoyu a Ξ 
and whic the mass of conquered Indians; nis soviai creed πο σας criv 
masters and serts, and the serfs, naturally, srail nz @ no exnectatian ci 
ecucation, nea!lth or advancement. 


Mr. Brown's society couid evolve: Son Ciacc!s could be orcken sriv 
TArOQUGA TevOoluTion. 


RavolutTion 1S anotner key word tnat seo5arates the Mexican end Amery: 
cnaractors. Tne nightights cf Mexican nistory = '8!0 [ndepensece, fol7 
Reform, i: Ὁ Revoiuttion - nave o€en Cloody, couraceous, impatisni and 


an oe 
( 


st rugg| es τ destroy tre feucgai oondage that tne crinco nas never anon. 
ft meas Dveen more Th ΤΩΙ, certain!y, iT NaS Meany rs Vaxican’s OO ife 


M 0 


w2y out to reacn Tne tnre2esnoid of madecnity., Martin Luig Guzrton, 72 
Max¢C2a novelist, cailed it: "tne tiesta of tne oullets", ance mie ocx’ 
Octavio Paz wrote! Miike the ¢ priar fiestas, tne RevoliutTicna, if 3. exceus 
and ἃ waste of life, a reacning for The extremes, δὴ outburst οὐ | 
acanconment, a screan of orphanage and yubiltation, ct sacrifty 
And with whom does sMexico communicate tris bicody tiesta? HiT 119 
+,7Tn iTS own being." 


The Wexican Revoiution was an unleasinzs ct dormant enercies, a icy? 
recoanition of Ddeing: a vast surge from anonymity by ὦ humiliated perric 
Ives 


wne for the firs? time could name tnemséeives, discover Theme + 
into possession of their land, tneir sonas, their coiors. 6rce«e 
nrooted by tne Spanisn Conquest; frozen in vneitr feucal bone 
‘independence!’ that separated them from Lpain but not from th 
Structures of society; aumiliated by foreign coneuest and exaction trat w 
disguised by Transplanted imitations of American Gemocrac:;, F ς εἰ 
and Sritish economics, tne peopie or Mexico had τὸ nave ὦ revolution. τὸ 
besin the tong, sarc read voward selfeiceitification, 
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In the process of the Revolution, Mexico emerged from its sorry 
past, enriched by its experience in defeat. ἐ set itsel* tne goals of 
hard work, social anu economic progress » oppartuni ties for all, education 
anc freedom. if πᾶς. ἃ fursthand «now ledue σ' what at means to b@ poor, 
Sick, tTragicai fly debased. This hag ‘mage’ Maxi cc: particularly aware of the 
chasms that musf be bridged 
defeat is common, and universal, Having lived through defeat and attained 
success, Mexico is the country from which Americans can best learn to 
understand the struggle in Asia, Africa, and Latin America for better life, 
uncer historical conditions that defy provincial America cure-alis. 


The. attitudes of the United States toward the worid ara iliustrated 
daiiy by American visitors to Mexico. Tiere is the Zoo-Watcher, the tourist 
who offerds Mexicans by peering at them with the curious eye of the man on 
tae ofher ‘ide - the rignt one - of the monkey's cage. There is the 1 
carryenyomedicali-kit and show-me~i he-nearast-soda-fountain and where-can- 
s~get-cann d-American-tood type of tourist, 
There is the romantic~-Mexico-serenade-me-let'!s-have-more-Tequila traveier 
who usuaify makes a foot of nimseli. But there are aiso the young students, 
Tne writers, artists, ordinary intelligent Americans capabie of partic 


in the 6 of the country, discovering the differences and, by understanding 


them, encicking themselves and their own communities. 


sometimes the vaiues in American and Mexican life become inverted. 
Recentiy, i was listening “Ὁ an araument between two friends; a romantic 
young American Olaywrignt and a oractical, ambitious, hard~headed younc 
Mexican lawyer, The American had come here to Mexicanize himself: the 
otner was eager to Anericanizs himself, 


ine Amarican was seying: ‘Never let tne basic Mexico change. Keep 
it as tt is for tne “~ay the American draam bursts and we have to !Guk som- 
where tor thé experience and root of deatn, auiit, defeat, collective tita 
ang common responsidiiity, basic race and tree beauty. 
unchanging Mexico wnen America, through her compiacency, ner biand 
of tne tragic life, ner provincial unawareness of diversit, outside tne USA 
5 wide open and has To begin the pilgrimage from its isolated skyscraper 


Left There 08 This 


Το Tne wide worjd.!! 


“Our only way ouT i$ To become, as 


tna Mexican lawyer was saying: 
fast as possiois, ἃ second United States. We need tneir standard οὐ living, 
rneim comfort, Their Teeis aad macnines, tneir nezithy conformity witr vne 
gcod Things in ᾿ξ Ail tne rest is Useie:s. Letis de away witn theses 
Maxican pe cularities. Tney'ce just hindrances. 

All @ could say was: Let's jus try To De ourseives. Ws can ce 
prosperous, Tadern, anc aT The 5879 Tims nealtniiy differen... Goce 
Biumbing dcesn'y mean we nave to sacrifice our identity. Squalor isnis 
The Uiave cad. e bresding ground οἵ osauTy, isigure or 2 tragic awareness 
CT Ουγϑϑίνδε anc eTners. Psr 29s we can neve cote tne Denefits of ins 


in today's worid. For if success is exceptionai, 


wn should never nave ieft Perioa.,. 


ioat ing 


ignorance 
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New anc *ne vaiues of the cid. Look at these now workers in cur national 
industries; tney!re modern, energetic,.as tar from the sleeping peon as 
anvtning Ferd could t-iagine, yet they retzin the human values, the personal 
intensit,, tna -ifts we tend to identify witn the oid, irreducidle Mexico 
my 4inerican friend toves and my Mexican friend cetests. 


We don't nave to ape tne best or the worst in the Unites States: we 
Gon't nave to tear tnat a cetter tife will destroy tne identity of Mexico, 
Wea woulc tose all tne wisdom that we won througn our past experiance in 
deteat and poverty, tragedy and death. And the United States would lose tne 
nearest reminder that it nas of tne reaiities of lite outside tne affiuent 
society; ἃ pracricai, everyday reminder that iife does not everywhere conform 
To Tne Poerican plat; that tne difference in social, economic and cuiturai 
vaiuves in today's world are not a simple opposition DetTween right ana wrong; 
and tnay the aly constant in reman nature, paradoxicallil’, is chance and 
Gifference. 


And then we walked, taiking as ws went, irom The old coionial nouses 

in GCoyoacan.to t-2 new, streamlined duildinas of University City. The 

rTernconm shone with deep shacews, tne clear, sting ng air of the plateau 
blended witn the Atgh sun to Scuiptu-e all things, A Ddarefcoxt man was 
windinc a/S0ng out of Mis musical cylincer. Warm, laugning, olive-toned 
gir:s in sweaters were swarming into tne Schoo! of Frilosopny. fn tne scroo! 
auditorium there was ἃ round-table debate detween Catrciic and Marxist 
intellectuals; tne discussion was furious but neither sgroup spoke as if the 
otner were @evii incarnate or a manace to the countr,. In the patio of The 
Scnool of Political Science an o!d peasant in nuaraches was telling a aroup 
of students now the produce cf the sjido, the coifective farm, was dougat 
cy the private owners of mifis at half its true vaive: he wanted the students 
To speak up fer tne collective ownership of the mills by the ejido. 


At ὃ Seminar in the Scnool of Economics they were discussing the 
ditrerence oetwsaen ltegal and economic conceptions in tne United States arid 
Mexico. fn tne Scnoo: of Engineering new technicians for Tae nationaijzed 
Oil incustry were ho:ding ἃ classroom debate on The best way To conserve 
and exploi?y tne fields, aot for wastefu! booming expory Trade bu* for a 
rational uss in Mexican ingustrial devgiooment. in tne theater of The Scncel 

Cture severai hundred students were !istening To ἃ reading οἵ 
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neetry, from Mexican and European literature, on The tneme of deatn, At 
the University svadium, cerenonial dances οὐ tne Aztec cuiture were Deing 
sertormed vefore forty tneusand students. Everytniag arounc us * tne giass 
walic; tne ἰδνᾶτγοι Κ, pyramidai pisygrounds; the uright tloweriike synbois 
ci Mexicols stream of Civilization wrought in msaics - tendec To nold to~ 

getner-aif tna strands, o_7k and Dri -iant, forsotten anc remembered, 


τας τῇ 


ori. agi and aosc-sed, of a country .iiled with diversity. Nowhere, in the 
oecole, in tre architecture, in tre landscape. was 4 sign of restful 
conformity To 2e Seis. And _ wha ¢ 


a7 parmony cou.s coeatradiction becer 
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